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allegiance and supremacy, in addition to the three that had taken them on the 2nd of March, being the day appointed for swearing the members of both Houses. Most, if not all the Commons, did swear ; but some of the Lords refused so to do, and ,the greater number of the bishops, from the principle that they thought it unlawful, having before taken the oaths to King James. And those that swore looked upon it as a local and temporary oath, and only owing to the present protection they received from King William and Queen Mary. This day my Lord Halifax met the lady before named, who had a letter from King James. She dealt very frankly with his lordship, but durst not say ah1 she knew. However, he desired her, in case of any alteration, to stand his friend.
The two houses had voted some clays before to stand by King William and Queen Mary with their lives and fortunes; and now the Commons finished their bill of laying a land tax, and consulted of other ways to raise money for the Crown, both for raising of men and supplying the loss of that branch of the revenue called hearth-money, which they were taking quite away by Act of Parliament, as troublesome to collect and oppressive. It was now more feared that King James was actually in Ireland, and that Scotland would take his part. Commissions were given out for the raising 10,000 foot, and twenty shillings for every man as levy money. The colonels were mostly men of quality and interest, and yet it was much feared whether men could be raised. The French King had assisted King James for his Irish expedition with fourteen ships of war, six less frigates, and three fire ships, well manned and provided ; 200,000^. in ready money, and 50,000 pistoles as a present for his pocket; with plate, tents, and a very loyal and splendid equipage. He furnished him with eight experienced field officers, one hundred other officers, a guard of one hundred Swiss, several knowing pioneers, 15,000 of his